37
18-10-'47
BLANKETS SENT TO KURUKSHETRA
Speaking after the prayers Gandhiji said that he
was glad to be able to report that more blankets and
money were received. He hoped that if blankets came in
at this rate., there would be no difficulty in providing
them for all the needy refugees. He was also glad that
Sardar Patel had issued a similar appeal. Gandhiji
stated that Dr. Sushila Nayar, who has been working
for the comforts of the refugees, had left for Kurukshetra
in the morning along with Mrs. Mathai, Mrs. R. Saran
and *Mrs. Krishnabai. She had taken with her a large
number of blankets and clothings for the refugees,
THE NATIONAL LANGUAGE
Gandhiji then mentioned the letters he had been
receiving in connection with the opinion expressed by
him about the adoption of Hindustani as the national
language. He had no doubt that Hindustani would be
the best suited inter-provincial language for all Indians.
Neither persianized Urdu nor sanskritized Hindi could
easily be understood by the masses. With the end of
British Raj, the English language had to go as the common
medium of speech or the court language. It was a usur-
pation. He honoured the English language in its own
place. It could never become India's national language.
An esteemed friend had, however, suggested that the
English language was soon going to be displaced from the
position that did not belong to it. But his harping on the
subject, the writer feared, might transfer the dislike of
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